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 Battle Royale, the most 
common way to play the game 
Fortnite, is a free 100 player-vs-
player mode. The main goal for 
Fortnite: Battle Royale is to be 
the last one (unless in duo, or 
squad mode) alive. The player 
has to scavenge for guns and 
medical resources while trying 
to survive the “Storm” and the 

weapons of other players. The 
number of people downloading 
the game Fortnite is increasing 
by about 10 million every 
month. In January more than 
40 million people downloaded 
Fortnite and the previous month 
another 30 million downloaded 
the game. There is an average 
of approximately 3 million 

people playing Fortnite at one 
time. Williamston High School 
student  Allie Sherrer (‘19), 
who doesn’t play the game but 
observes, says that she thinks 
Fortnite is such a big deal 
because it’s free and easily 
accessible to people.

 Fortnite has a wide 

age range of players even 
though the game is rated for 
ages 13+. Fortnite is not only 
popular across the nation, but 
it is also extremely popular in 
Williamston. Caleb Smith (‘18) 
says he plays Fortnite about 
three hours a day. Fortnite 
is very time consuming and 
according to some students, 

the game is described as 
“addictive.” For how much time 
and effort players put into this 
game, it could be considered a 
distraction to students because 
of the time and effort it takes to 
play. Nathan Elenbaas (‘19) says 
that for him, it can cause lots of 
tension between him and other 
people that play.

 However, it seems not 
many people have bad things 
to say about Fortnite. Connor 
Finn (‘19) compared Fortnite 
to gambling. He said, “You 
never know where you’re going 
to come in, how many people 
are going to drop at the same 
location, what loot you’re going 
to pick up.” He says the only 
thing he doesn’t like about the 
games is the “double pump.” 

 Though many still 

wonder why it did reach the 
extraordinary level of popularity 

that it has. Mitchell Cook (‘20) 
said that the main reason he 
started playing Fortnite was 
because he heard about it from 
friends. The same reason goes 
for Elenbaas (‘19) who says he 
likes the game so much because 
“it brings everybody closer.”

 This game could be 
considered just another high 
school trend, but at this rate the 
game hasn’t even reached its 
peak yet, and will still attract 
more and more players.

On Saturday February 17th high 
school bands from across the country 
competed at the 2018 TRI-C High School 
Rock Off at the R o c k 
and Roll Hall o f 
Fame. Among 
the competitors 
was Mason 
Ridge ‘18. Ridge 
performed with 
the band The 89th 
Key, a rock group 
that took home 3rd 
place. The 
89th Key 
is a 

traditional rock band. 
They perform covers of old classic 
rock and roll, but like to switch up the 
structures of the songs to suit their style. 
Ridge credits the Grateful Dead and 
the Red Hot Chili Peppers as musical 
influences. The band has a number of 
original songs as well as covers. 

Ridge first found out about the 
competition through Olivia Burton (‘18). 
One of the stipulations to compete is 
that your band has to be in high school, 
but the bass player in the 89th Key had 

graduated. Burton’s father got Ridge 
in contact with the rest of the 

band and they called him up 
asking him to audition. Ridge 
wasn’t the only one opting 
for the spot. “When 
I went down to the 

room where 
they were 

a u d i t i o n i n g 
people I saw the 

guy before me play, he 
was kind of garbage. It was 
a lot of fun. When we were 
finished, Elijah [the band’s 
lead singer and guitarist] 

said, ‘that was f****ing 
awesome. After that I kinda 

knew I was in.’” A couple days 
later Ridge got the phone call that 
he was going to Cleveland. 

 For three weeks the 
band prepared for the first round 
of the competition; the placing 
weekend. Throughout these 
weekends bands battle for a 
spot in the final exam, a show 
over one thousand people pay 
to see. The placing weekends 
are smaller scale shows. At the 

end of the night, the best bands are picked 
to advance to the final exam. “The first 
weekend was really nerve wracking and 
intimidating. I was scared, I didn’t move 
around a lot [on stage]” said Ridge. There 
were challenging aspects to the rock off. 
“Putting emphasis not just on how we 
played, but playing better than the other 
bands wasn’t the focus of band, but it 
was always in the back of our heads. We 
knew what bands were good, and we had 
to play better than them. There was so 
much amazing competition; there were 
bands there who went to the Cleveland 
School of Arts. During the placing 
weekend we were one of two bands who 
weren’t from around the area.” By the 
end of the placing round, the 89th Key 
took home second place behind the blues 
group Montage. They were on to the final 
exam. “The final exam was less nerve 
wracking and more encouraging to play 
in front of more people. It just got you 
more fire up and the band bounced a lot 
of energy off each other.” The 89th Key 
came in third place. Ridge came out of 
the experience satisfied with the band’s 
performance, and valued the experience 
over the placement. Performing in the 
Rock and Roll Hall of fame has its perks 
too; before the shows the band members 
walked through the exhibits and met 
influential people in the music world, 
including the producer who discovered 
Katy Perry. Ridge’s guitar talents don’t 
go unnoticed in Williamston either. 
Maisie Fenech ‘19 says, “It’s really cool 
to see someone as passionate as Mason 
is about music. Not as many people play 
instruments as they used to, and Mason 
cares about it so much.” 
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“...the game hasn’t 
even reached its 
peak yet...”

Knuckles the Echidna is a character from Sonic renamed to Ugandan Knuckles in the 
meme. The Ugandan Knuckles meme was one of the first big memes of 2018. The 
meme started on VR Chat, a game that allows players to interact with 3D models of 
characters. The game now is over populated with “Ugandan Knuckles” who partake in 
mass clicking, asking about da’ way, and a constant search for their Queen. 

The meme I CAN HAS CHEEZBUGERS?  was a meme created back in 
2003 of a smiling cat that launched the wave of modern memes. If 
the font above looks familiar to you then you probably have seen 
a meme before, this font is Impact the font used back in the “CAN 
I HAS CHEEZBUGERS?” and about nearly meme since. Memes 
are short to the point and there ever changing nature has made them 
a lasting staple in the age of the internet. The attention span of the 
average internet user is eight seconds long according to Microsoft, 
but reading most a memes doesn’t take more than ten seconds. 
Combined with the ease of creating memes (putting text over a 
picture) is definitely linked to their success, with generation x all the 
way to the older millennials. 

“Kilroy was here!” was extremely popular in World War 2. There were many 
adaptations too, such as “wot, no spam”, “wot, no char”, and “wot, no petrol” that 
showed up when rations were low. The meme was graffitied everywhere U.S. soldiers 
went. It’s thought that the origin of the meme was from an inspector named Kilroy 
who painted it on every boat he inspected. However, the meme was bigger than 
that—it was comforting to soldiers because it was a soldier who had been there before 
and had made it out. I can has cheezbuger may have laid the way for modern memes, 
but Kilroy was here first.

Perfect pitch: Haley Nicholas (‘18) and Jacob Potter (‘18) sing during The Sound of 
Music performance.

In character: Jessica Hood (‘18) and Paige MacGillis (‘18) perform onstage.

Cheesin’: Cast members pose for a photograph.

Shooting for the dub: A player begins the game by dropping down on Tilted Towers.
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Just Over the Mountains: Isaac Jones (‘20) and Jessica Hood (‘18) gaze into the 
hills of The Sound of Music.

Von Trapped: students that play the Von Trapp family sing during the climax of The 
Sound of Music.


